
European Examination in Medical Microbiology 

Terms and Conditions of the Pilot UEMS European Examination in Medical Microbiology 

The evolving process of the European Examination in Medical Microbiology (EEMM) is 
paralleled by the European ambition towards harmonization and standardization of medical 
education, specialist training and qualification. 

The examination covers the whole field of Medical Microbiology as defined in the relevant 
UEMS documents, Core curriculum in Medical Microbiology (https://uems-smm.eu/uems-
smm/     and published European best practice guidelines

The structure of the EEMM PILOT examination is clearly defined and consists of a 2-stage 
process involving Eligibility and the Examination. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

Eligibility is a prerequisite for the Examination. To apply for Eligibility the candidate must 
fulfil the following requirements: 

1. The candidate must be a Medical doctor.
2. The candidate must be in training in a UEMS member country or an associated 

UEMS country or a country with UEMS observer status (see UEMS website for 
current country status https://uems-smm.eu/uems-smm/). 

3. The candidate must be a trainee in Medical Microbiology with a minimum of 30 
months whole-time (or equivalent) training in Medical Microbiology.

4. Consultants in Medical Microbiology are also welcome
5. The candidate must be able to communicate in the English language. 
6. The candidate must complete the application form fully.
7. Candidates have to be recommended by 2 independent referees e.g. supervisor, 

trainer, head of department, regional/national trainer. The names of the referees 
must be included in the application form (section 3 of the application form). 

8. The referees will certify that the candidates are eligible to sit the pilot examination 
(section 3 of the application form). The certification of eligibility must be signed by 
each referee and must be scanned and emailed with the completed application 
form.

9. Successful EEMM Pilot Examination candidates will NOT receive a 
Diploma/Certificate.

10. Candidates who sit the EEMM Pilot Examination will be offered a 50% reduction in 
the fee for one sitting of the Diploma EEMM Examination within two years of sitting 
the pilot examination.

11. The candidate must indicate that they have read and accepted the terms and 
conditions of this pilot examination by completing the relevant section of the 
application form.
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The Examination:

The pilot EEMM Examination is held in English. 

The pilot EEMM Examination will be observed and monitored by educational experts to 
enhance quality control. 

The pilot EEMM consists of a MCQ test. The MCQ examination session is under surveillance 
of the EEMM examination executive and the scoring is done by the executive after 
completion of the session. 

All examiners are Medical Microbiologists in active practice and hold valid certificates. 

MCQ-Test 

The MCQ-answers are selected by the examination committee from a catalogue respecting a
numeric distribution following the "Blueprint for the European Examination in Medical 
microbiology" categories.  

The question items may include relevant pictures (e.g. graphs, photographs, radiological 
pictures). 

2 types of questions are used for the MCQ-test: 

 Single best  answer one out of five items 
 Extended matching questions

Sample questions will be published on the website https://uems-smm.eu/uems-smm/

The day of the examination:

The candidates have to prove their identity (valid passport) at the EEMM pilot exam venue. 

Mobile telephones, computers, tablets and other communication aids as well as all types of 
cheating are strictly forbidden as well as any type of written and/or printed material 
throughout the EEMM pilot exam. Cheating is subject to subsequent termination of the 
exam. 

Prior to the pilot exam the candidates are briefed to explain the examination process.

Examination delivery:

The EEMM pilot examination is being delivered in collaboration with the European Board of 
Radiology (EBR)
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Cancellation policy

The pilot EEMM examination will take place according to the schedule outlined, except in  
circumstances beyond the UEMSSMM/ESCMID/EBR control. UEMSSMM/ESCMID/EBR  shall 
be excused from liability for the failure or delay in performance of any obligation under this 
Terms and Conditions by reason of any event beyond UEMSSMM/ESCMID/EBR  reasonable 
control like Force Majeure; included but no limited to fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, or 
other natural forces; war, civil unrest, accident, destruction or other casualty; any lack or 
failure of transportation facilities; any lack or failure of supply of raw materials, any strike or 
labour disturbance, or any other event similar to those enumerated above. If the UEMSSMM
Examination cannot be held by reason of Force Majeure, shall have NO OBLIGATION TO 
REFUND to the Candidate, totally or partially.

Data Protection 

As of May 25th 2018 the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) sets new definitions for 
how to handle personal data.

Only information that is required for the specific purposes outlined, will be stored it in 
secured databases and outdated user data deleted ultimately.

We will ask for your name and contact details to inform you of examination application 
process and results 

However, this information will never be reported/disclosed.

Your name and contact detail will be stored in a protected file accessed by a designated 
examination sub-group.

Other information that will be required is:

 Your professional qualifications (e.g. medical doctor)
 Your current country of practice
 Number of years you have been qualified and /or practising specialty 
 Your current number of years of training
 Gender

This information will be held in a protected master file and you will be assigned an exam 
number such that you will not be identified. The main use of the data will be for statistical 
analysis of the examination results /process in order to improve the exam process.

Data protection terms and conditions of EBR will be adhered to.

We would also like to inform you that you can withdraw your EEMM pilot exam application 
at any time. All your personal data we’ve stored to that point will then get deleted 
ultimately.

Please see also the UEMS Privacy and Data Security Policy https://uems-smm.eu/uems-
privacy-and-data-security-policy/
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